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Synopsis

St. Peter’s in the Vatican has a long and turbulent history. First constructed in the fourth century to
honor the tomb of St. Peter, the Early Christian edifice was gradually torn down and replaced by the
current structure. The history of the design and construction of this new building spans several
centuries and involved several of the most brilliant architects, including Bramante, Michelangelo and
Bernini, of the early modern period. This volume presents an overview of St. Peter’s history from the

late antique period to the twentieth century.
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Customer Reviews

&#147:1t is rare to find a book that deals with both Old St. Peter's and New St. Peter’s. Tronzo’s
welcome collection of eight scholarly articles, some newly written for this book and some revised
and republished, ranges from the possibility of Constantine’s patronage in the fourth century, to the
building of New St. Peter’s, to the use of the monument as model and symbol in the 20th
century.&#148; Choice"If portions of this material will be familiar to some readers, the trade-off is a
volume of real scholarly authority, with a depth not found in generalist studies of St. Peter’'s and a
range absent from specialized histories of the basilica. Chapters are writen in lively, engaging prose,
and most include ample endnotes containing a wealth of primary and secondary bibliographical
sources and suggesting fruitful avenues for future research. The book will be a valuable resource to
scholars of architectural, art, and papal history at every point along this spectrum." - Suzy Ford,

Rutgers University



St. Peter’s in the Vatican, has a long and turbulent history. First constructed in the fourth century to
honor the tomb of St. Peter, the Early Christian edifice was gradually torn down and replaced by the
new structure now in place. The history of the design and construction of this new building spans
several centuries and involved several of the most brilliant architects, including Bramante,
Michelangelo and Bernini, of the early modern period. This volume presents an overview of St.

Peter’s history from the late antique period to the twentieth century.

I’'m a architecture buff with history thrown in. This book captures the history of the very beginning of
the Vatican with plenty of historic drawings. No better book I've seen has this quality. If only | could
visit the Vatican one more time..A book | highly recommend concerning the Vatican with the true
beginning of a Roman graveyard is called:The Vatican Necropoles: Rome’s City of the DeadThat
book is truly amazing with incredible photos feature the Roman site beneath the Vatican. It's not a
cheap book but it's huge with incredible quality photos of this unseen piece of historic Rome. Almost

a little Pompeii beneath the Vatican.

| highly recommend this book for anyone who is seriously interested in the architectural history of
the Vatican. The essays on the original basilica really flesh out the architectural history of that
venerable structure in detail. The essays dealing with the construction of the present basilica are
equally impressive, particularly the evolution and character of Bramante’s designs, which are far
more complex than | had realized. The section on Bernini’s work at the Vatican could form a book all

on its own. This is by far the best book on St. Peter’s Basilica that | have come across.

| give it a thumbs up for the history that it covers, for the price you think that there would have been

more color instead of black and white pictures. | would suggest it to a fellow friend
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